
Instructions to Authors   Soil and Water Research 
 

The journal publishes original scientific papers, short communications, review articles, 
and selectively book reviews from the disciplines concerned. Papers are published in 
English (British spelling). The author is fully responsible for the originality of the paper 
and formal correctness. The paper must not have been published previously elsewhere. 
The Board of Editors decides on the publication of papers, taking into account scientific 
importance, peer reviews and manuscript originality, quality and length. All 
contributions are reviewed by at least two referees. Scientific papers and review articles 
shall not be longer than 20 standard pages, including tables and figures. Short 
communications should not be longer than 6 standard pages and book reviews should 
not be longer than 3 standard pages. 

Manuscripts must be submitted to the Editorial Office through the electronic editorial 
system only (http://www.agriculturejournals.cz/web/swr.htm), in carefully edited, 
standard English. Receipt of the submitted manuscript will usually be confirmed by e-
mail within one week. If, based on the recommendations of the reviewers, a revision of a 
manuscript is required the modified manuscript must be re-submitted within eight 
weeks. The authors can, however request an extension of the re-submission deadline, if 
necessary. All parts of the manuscript, including tables and figures (even unchanged) 
must be re-submitted. A detailed reply by the authors to every point of reviewer’s 
recommendations must be attached to the revised manuscript. It is not necessary to 
accept all the recommendations of the reviewers, but a clear explanation of why 
reviewers’ comments were not accepted has to be provided.  If the deadline for re-
submission is missed, the paper will be removed from the reviewing process. 
Copyright. The journal is protected by copyright held by the publisher after the 
manuscript has been accepted for publication. As concerns the transfer of rights, the 
corresponding author assumes responsibility for all authors. No part of the publication 
may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form or by any means, without the 
written permission of the publisher. 
Manuscript layout. Standard size of paper (A4 format), type size 12 font, double-space 
lines, 2.5 cm margins on each edge of the page. Lines of the manuscript should be 
numbered. The Microsoft (MS) Word for Windows word processing software should be 
used for creating text strictly following the journal layout. If any abbreviations are used 
in the main text, they must be explained appropriately when used for the first time. 



Uncommon abbreviations cannot be used in the paper title. In the abstract the 
abbreviations can be used only when explained. Tables, graphs, and other material have 
to be submitted separately to the text. All material to be included in a paper should be 
referred to in the text. The document must not be formatted in columns, heading styles 
etc. This unique MS Word file must be saved under the first author’s surname only. 
Tables. Word editor should be used to create tables; each item should be placed into a 
separate cell. Tables are to be numbered with Arabic numerals in the order in which 
they are referred to in the text, and have a brief, but self-explanatory title. Explanatory 
footnotes to tables should be indicated by superscript letters (or asterisks for significance 
values). Abbreviations or symbols used in the tables must be explained either in the 
table title or as a footnote. For explanation of abbreviations or symbols used in tables it 
is not possible to refer to the main text. 
Figures. Figure captions should be listed on a separate page placed after the tables. The 
captions should be brief but contain sufficient information to make the illustrations self-
explanatory. Electronic versions of your figures in optimal resolutions (300 dpi.) must be 
supplied, preferably in black and white format. Graphs should be provided in MS Excel 
and they should be stored with original data. Centred captions, parallel to axes, are used 
to indicate the measured attributes and their dimensions (in brackets). Autotypes 
(photos and diagrams) should be submitted in TIFF or JPG format. All photos, graphs, 
illustrations and diagrams should be referred to as a figure and numbered, continually 
according to the order in which they are included in the text, using Arabic numerals. 
Coloured figures can be published in printed version at the authors’ cost. However, 
coloured documents submitted are published free of charge in pdf format of papers 
available at the journal web page. Files should be named using the first author’s 
surname with the Figure number (e.g. “Newman Fig1.jpg"). 
Nomenclature, abbreviations and units. The Latin binomial or trinomial (in italics) and 
authority must be shown for all plants, insects, animals, and pathogens when first used 
in either the abstract, the main text, or in a table. 
SI units should be used, e.g.: mg, g, km, m, cm, mm, ppm, cpm, Ci(Curie), l(litre), ml, 
s(second), min(minute), h(hour), mol, etc. Use mg/l instead of mgl–1. The definitive SI 
website (in English and French) is that of the Bureau International des Poids et Mésures 
at http://www.bipm.org/. Units should be indicated on each occurrence of numerical 
information and at the axes of all graphs. 
To express a unit of measurement, use a space between the number and the unit (5 g; 20 
ha) except for percentages and degrees (37%; 27°C). In a series of measurements, 



indicate the unit at the end (3, 6, and 8 mm) except for percentages and degrees (2°C to 
10°C). Abbreviate units only after a numeric value (24 h; several hours later, 2 days). 
In chemical formulae the valence of ions must be given as, for example, Ca2+ and CO32 
rather than as Ca++ and CO3––Isotope numbers should precede the symbols (e.g., 18O). 
The decimal marker is a point (e.g., 0.1 m), while the thousand’s separator is a space on 
either side of the decimal period (e.g., 25 562.987 05). The decimal point in all numbers 
between 1 and –1, except 0, must be preceded by 0. In general, use words for numbers 
one through nine, and use digits for 10 and over. For a series of numbers, any of which 
are over 10, use all digits. 
Statistics. Describe statistical methods with enough detail to enable a knowledgeable 
reader to verify the reported results. Give details of randomization and blocking, as well 
as number of replications, blocks, or observations. Clearly distinguish between true 
replications and sub samples within a replication/treatment combination. Always 
specify the experimental design and indicate whether the design was balanced. When 
means (or medians) are followed by ± x, indicate whether x refers to the standard 
deviation, standard error, or half the confidence interval; error bars should similarly be 
defined. Except for simple procedures (e.g., t-tests, one-way analysis of variance, simple 
linear regression), cite an appropriate and accessible statistical text and indicate the 
computer program used. In general, statistical techniques should be described in the 
Materials and Methods. 
 
Title page must contain the paper title (brief but informative; no subtitles shall be used), 
complete name(s) of the author(s), the name(s) and address(es) of the institution(s) 
where the work was done. 
Abstract is a short summary of the whole paper (as a single paragraph). It should 
describe all essential facts of a scientific paper. The abstract should not contain less than 
200 or more than 400 words. Keywords must be included. The abstract is an important 
part of the paper because it is published and cited in world databases. No references are 
to be cited in the abstract. 
Keywords (a maximum of 6, in alphabetical order, suitable for indexing) should differ 
from words mentioned in the title. 
The main  text of scientific paper must be developed under the following headings: 
Introduction 
Materials and Methods 
Results 
Discussion 



Introduction should outline the main reasons why the research was conducted, describe 
a brief review of the literature consisting of refereed periodicals, journals and books, and 
state the goal of the authors. It is recommended to include references to papers from 
peer reviewed periodicals only. Citations from non-available sources (reports, books, 
and proceedings not containing abstract and explanations in English etc.) should be 
omitted. 
Materials and Methods. All material, experiments conducted, their extent, conditions 
and course should be described in detail in this section. All original procedures that 
were used for the processing of experimental material and all analytical methods used 
for evaluation should also be detailed. The entire methodology is only to be described if 
it is an original one, otherwise it is sufficient to cite the author of the method and to 
mention any particular differences. Methods of statistical processing including the 
software used should also be given in this section. 
Results  and Discussion. The results obtained from the experiments including their 
statistical evaluation and any commentary should be presented graphically or in tables 
in this section. Each phenomenon should be commented and explained, using scientific 
arguments. The author should confront partial results with data published by other 
authors, whose names and year of publication are to be cited by including them in the 
text directly, e.g. … as published by FOSS (2004), WELSH and MCCLELLAND (2001) found 

…, or citing authors and years of publication in parenthesis (RENARD et al. 1991; WELSH 
& MCCLELLAND 2001; FOSS 2004). Diacritical signs of national Latin-based alphabets 
should be preserved. Names in non-Latin alphabets should be transcribed according to 
international standards. The manuscript should be carefully checked to ensure that the 
spellings of authors' names and publication years are exactly the same in the text as in 
the reference list. The citations should be limited to items really needed for placing the 
paper into a proper context. 
After the main text Acknowledgements (if any) should follow the text and precede the 
references. 
References  should be a list of refereed periodicals arranged in alphabetical order 
according to the surname of the first authors. The surnames and initials of all authors 
should be followed by the year of publication cited in brackets, the original title of the 
paper, full name of the periodical, the relevant volume and page number. In the case of 
a book or proceedings the title should be followed by the name of the publisher and the 
place of publication. Names of authors should be separated by commas, not by & or 
and. The list of references should be arranged alphabetically by authors' names, and 
chronologically per author. Literary sources should be cited in English. If English is not 



the original language, the original language should be mentioned at the end of the 
citation (e.g.: in Czech). The title of the periodical should be preferably typed in full. 
Only papers cited in the text should be included in the list of references. 
Examples of references in the list: 
1. Journal article: 
FOSS J.E. (2004): Innovative approaches to the on-site assessment and remediation of 
contaminated sites. Soil Science, 169: 398–399. 
RENARD K.G., FORSTER G.R., WEESUES G.A., PORTER J.P. (1991): Revised universal soil loss 
equation. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation, 46: 30–33. 
2. Papers published in monographs or proceedings: 
BROWN R.H. (1988): CRC Handbook of Engineering in Agriculture. Vol. I. CRC Press, 
Boca Raton, 219–221. 
CAJUSTE L.J., LAURE R.J., PALOMINO G.U., CARRILLO R.G., CAJUSTE L., OSORES R.C. (1994): 
Inorganic and organic phosphate fractions as related to liming and some soil 
components. In: SENESI N., MIAMO T.M. (eds): Humic Substances in the Global 
Environment and Implications on Human Health. Elsevier, Amsterdam, 549–556. 
NĚMEČEK J. et al. (2001): Taxonomic Classification System of Soils of the Czech Republic. 
ČZU Praha. (in Czech) 
3. Patent: 
NORMAN L.O. (1998): Lightning rods. US Patent, 4, 379, 752, 9 September 1998. 
4. Dissertation: 
HAKROVÁ P. (2003): The research of conditions of the support of the specific diversity 
grasslands. [Ph.D. Thesis.] University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice, Faculty of 
Agriculture, České Budějovice. (in Czech) 
5. In press articles: 
KUBÁTOVÁ E., JANEČEK M., KOBZOVÁ D.: Time variations of rainfall erosivity factor in 
the Czech Republic. Soil and Water Research, 4. (in print)  
ŠANDA M., KULASOVÁ A., CÍSLEROVÁ M. (2009): Hydrological response of a small 
catchment examined by isotopic and modelling tools. In: Proc. 12th Biennal Int. Conf. 
ERB. 2008, Krakow, UNESCO, Paris. (in print) 
6. Internet publication/Online document 
RACKO S. (2007): Typing of the synoptic events for the Czech Republic region. CHMI. 
Available at http://www.chmi.cz/meteo/om/mk/syntypiz/kalendar.html. (accessed 
February 2008) (in Czech) 
IAEA (2006): Isotope Hydrology Information System. The ISOHIS Database. Available 
at http://isohis.iaea.org. 



Contact address should include the postal address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-
mail of the corresponding author. 
Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author by e-mail. Your response, with or 
without corrections, should be sent within 72 hours. 
Offprints: Corresponding author will receive a free  “electronic  reprint” in Portable 
Document Format (pdf) sent via e-mail as an attachment. 
Full papers from Volume 38 (2002) are available at 
http://www.agriculturejournals.cz/web/swr.htm 

Compliance with these instructions is obligatory for all authors. If a manuscript does not 
comply exactly with the above requirements, the editorial office will not accept it for a 
consideration and will return it to the authors without reviewing. 


