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Abstract: The International Farm Comparison Network (IFCN) is a world-wide association of agricultural scientists, advisors and
farmers. Within this framework, typical farms for the most important production regions are established and their economic
situation is analysed. The farms can be projected into the future. Data collection, economic analysis and projections are done with
internationally harmonised methods. Among the three IFCN branches (dairy, beef, arable), the dairy branch is most advanced. The
members of the dairy consortium meet once a year, and a joint book (Dairy Report) is published annually. The article outlines the
organisational concept of the IFCN and presents some selected results from the Dairy Report 2001.

Key words: milk production, international comparison, economic analyses, typical farm
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– How is farming done (farming systems, production tech-
nology)?

– What is the level of production cost?
– What are the reasons for advantages and disadvanta-

ges in competitiveness?
– What is the future perspective of agricultural producti-

on at the locations considered?
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– discuss the economic status and the developments of

the dairy industries
– clarify open questions on the update of the typical farms
– exchange information on a pre-selected special topic
– prepare or discuss projects
– come to agreements on the future development of the

network.
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