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Abstract: This paper is related to the application of the land policies implemented in France in 2nd half of the 20th century, and
their consequences on the economy of the agricultural sector and the operation of the farms. Starting from a framework of historical
and institutional analysis, the object of this research is to analyse the economic and institutional determinants of these land
policies. In France of small landowners, the existence of the right of ownership is considered as an obstacle for a fast evolution of
the structures of farms which are sufficient size to implement technological progress allowing the profits of productivity. The aim
of the land policy followed in France since the end of the Second World War was to encourage the development of such farms. The
main measures were the statute of the tenant farming, the control of the structures and the control of the land market by the
SAFER. This policy is implemented at a departmental level by the representatives of the Farmers Unions and generally supports
the access to the land for young farmers or the middle-sized farmers.

Key words: agricultural land policy, France, institutional theory, land property
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1) The departmental committee of the SAFER, charged to

apply the policy of retrocession of the grounds ac-
quired by the SAFER. Until 1999, this committee was
composed by the shareholders of the SAFER, i.e. ma-
jority agricultural trade unions and professional organ-
isations which were dependent on them, to which were
added two government commissioners charged to take
care of the legality of the decisions of this committee.
Since 1999, the representatives of the minority agricul-
tural trade unions can sit in this committee.

2) The Departmental Commission of Orientation of Agri-
culture (CDOA), in charge of the implementation of the
control of structures, of the policy of installation and
modernisation and starting from the end of the 80ies,
in charge of the management of the departmental re-
serves of dairy quotas and rights to premiums. This
commission must define the departmental orientations
of agriculture to reinforce the coherence of the deci-
sions as regards orientation of the structures of the
farms of the department. Representatives of the state
and Agricultural Union make up this commission.
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